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The Buzz Newsletter Article Submissions and IHPA Memberships 
Please send submissions, classified ads, and photos to Alex W. Ebert by email to TheBuzz@ABuzzAboutBees.com or by mail to The 
Buzz, c/o Phil Ebert, 14808 S. 102nd Ave. E., Lynnville, IA 50153. The deadline for submissions is the 15th of each month to be 
included in the following month’s newsletter. The Buzz is a monthly newsletter published by the Iowa Honey Producers Association 
which is an affiliate of the Iowa State Horticultural Society. IHPA Membership is only $10 annually. To join IHPA and receive your 
complimentary member subscription to The Buzz Newsletter, please contact Melanie Bower, IHPA Treasurer, 207 S.E. Diehl, Des 

Moines, IA 50315, Phone:  (515) 287-6542 
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IHPA Membership  
and The Buzz 

 
Please check your issue of The Buzz 
for your membership expiration date.  
Dues for 2013 can be submitted now. 
It is $20 for the primary member and 
$5 for each additional family member 
at the same address.  Please send it to: 
IHPA, Melanie Bower, 207 S.E. Diehl, 
Des Moines, Iowa  50315-5227. 
 
Melanie Bower 
Treasurer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HONEY GINGER  
COOKIES 

Printed from COOKS.COM 
 
These are chewy like a gingersnap and 
they pack a good amount of nutrition, 
too! 
5/8 cup shortening 
1 cup sugar 

 November 15th—IHPA Board Meeting, 7pm. 
November 16-17th—IHPA Annual Meeting, Marshalltown, IA 

For Sale: Pamphlet on Successful 
Management available:  
 
Ten Pages  $12 including postage. 
 
Contact: 
Glen L. Stanley 
2615 Aspen Road #1 
Ames, Iowa 50014 
TELE> 515 292 3243 

FOR SALE: Approx 170 Shallow-5 
3/4, and 20 Medium-6 5/8"-Honey 
Supers located in Vinton, IA. 
 
All have 9 Frames of drawn comb.  
They are stored in my garage and have 
moth crystals on them.  There is no 
moth damage.  I would like to sell 
them to a honey producer.   
 
I can be reached by phone at 
319-472-3810 
or by 
 E-Mail --     m.duncan@q.com 

For sale :  Three (3) 72 frame Walter 
T. Kelley sloted stainless steel extrac-
tors with modern speed con-
trols  $1500.00 each.  
 
Lyndon  Ruyter 
Hawarden ,IA 
712-551-2355 
or  605-310-3248 

For Sale:  Honey Styx  
I sent 2 barrels of honey to Oregon to  
have put into styx, so these are Iowa  
honey.  Good flavored light honey.  
 
$0.08 each in boxes of 2000 or $160  
$0.10 each for 500-1999  
$0.12 each for less than 500  
 
Curt Bronnenberg  
1433 Hull Ave.  
Perry, IA 50220  
(515) 465-5939  
CBronny823@aol.com 

FOR SALE: 50 frame stainless steel 
Root extractor in good working order 
with side dump. The extractor is lo-
cated in Illinois.  
 
Call Phil Ebert 
for info. 541-527-2639 or e-mail 
ehoney37@netins.net 



 

1 or 2 eggs 
1/2 cup honey 
1/2 cup molasses 
1 teaspoon baking soda 
2 teaspoons baking powder 
1/2 teaspoon salt 
1 tablespoon ginger 
2 teaspoons cinnamon 
1 quart flour (a little more may be 
needed) - half whole wheat may be 
used 
 
Cream shortening, add sugar and beat 
until creamy and light. Sift and thor-
oughly mix flour with baking soda, 
baking powder, salt and spices. 
 
Stir into first mixture using a spatula. 
Refrigerate until thoroughly chilled 
(overnight, if you like). 
 
Roll out using silicone rolling pin on a 
silicone baking mat between sheets of 
wax paper, using as little flour as is 
possible to a generous one quarter inch 
thickness. 
 
With a cookie cutter to get into flour 
and bake on a greased or parchment 
lined cookie sheet in a preheated 375°F 
oven for about 8 minutes. 
 
Recipe makes 5 dozen. 
 
Variations: Add 1 teaspoon more gin-
ger if a very spicy cookie is preferred; 
or 3/4 cup chopped nuts, raisins or 
Craisins may be added (simmer dry 
fruits for 1 minute then soak for 1 hour 
before adding). 
 
Servings: 60 
 

Honeybees fight back 
against Varroa 

The parasitic mite Varroa destructor is 
a major contributor to the recent mys-
terious death of honey bee (Apis mel-
lifera) colonies. New research pub-
lished in BioMed Central's open access 
journalGenome Biology finds that spe-
cific proteins, released by damaged 
larvae and in the antennae of adult 
honey bees, can drive hygienic behav-
ior of the adults and promote the re-

moval of infected larvae from the 
hive. V. destructor sucks the blood 
(hemolymph) of larval and adult bees 
leaving them weakened and reducing 
the ability of their immune systems to 
fight off infections. Not that honey 
bees have strong immune systems in 
the first place since they have fewer 
immunity genes than solitary insects 
such as flies and moths. These tiny 
mites can also spread viral disease be-
tween hosts. This double onslaught is 
thought to be a significant contributor 
to Colony Collapse Disorder (CCD). 
But all is not lost -- honey bees have 
evolved a way to fight back: hygienic 
behavior where diseased or parasitized 
larvae are removed from their brood 
cells, and Varroa-sensitive hygienic 
behavior which they use to reduce the 
number of reproductive mites on re-
maining larvae. 
 
To find exactly how bees respond to 
hive infections, researchers from Can-
ada looked at the natural behavioral of 
bees in the presence of damaged larvae 
and compared this to protein differ-
ences in the larvae and adults. After 
scanning 1200 proteins the team found 
that several proteins, including 
LOC552009 (of unknown function but 
similar to ApoO), found in the anten-
nae of adults were associated with both 
uncapping brood cells and the removal 
of larvae. Other proteins were involved 
in olfaction or in signal transduction, 
probably helping the adults find in-
fected larvae amongst a brood. 
 
In damaged larvae, transglutaminase, a 
protein involved in blood clotting, was 
upregulated, which appeared to be a 
key component in regulating the adult's 
behavior. Other proteins indicated ad-
aptations to help fight infection, in-
cluding chitin biosynthesis and im-
mune responses. 
 
Dr Leonard Foster from CHIBI at the 
University of British Columbia, who 
led this research said, "Bee keepers 
have previously focused on selecting 
bees with traits such as enhanced 
honey production, gentleness and win-
ter survival. We have found a set of  

proteins which could be used to select 
colonies on their ability to resistVar-
roa mite infestation and can be used to 
find individuals with increased hygi-
enic behavior. Given the increasing 
resistance ofVarroa to available drugs 
this would provide a natural way of 
ensuring honey farming and potentially 
survival of the species." 
 
http://esciencenews.com/
articles/2012/09/27/
honey.bees.fight.back.against.varroa 
 

Honeybee Loose at the Iowa 
State Fair 

 
Not all the honeybees stayed in the 
observation hives this year at the 

state fair. Luckily 2012 Honey Prin-
cess Hanna VanWyk was able to 

show us that this was a friendly bee 
that just wanted to greet all the visi-

tors to the IHPA booth. 
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THE BEEYARD REPORT 

 
Crap--it's time to do this again. It may 
be short. Extracting is over. 
We are in the cleanup mode. We got 
149 drums plus three more we did for 
Larry. We are short on storage 
space so we are going to haul su-
pers to Cedar Rapids to store at 
Adam's. I considered putting up 
another building but, for now, we 
are going to drive. Adam has 
space. 
 
Many of the extracted supers are 
still stacked up in a couple of 
yards that are close to home. We 
don't have any other place to put 
the wet boxes. They are stacked 
on pallets and we have other pal-
lets with tin screwed to them to 
act as lids. The bees clean them up and 
there seens to be enough movement 
and air flow to keep the wax moths out 
of them. It is a major bottleneck. We 
have to handle 3000 supers by hand 
two times in the fall and again in the 
spring when we put them out. We have 
part of them brought home but still 
have 1500 to go. We store them in a 
building that belongs to a neighbor. If 
we put them in there too early, the 
moths go to town. 
 
The bees don't look all that good. My 
view is skewed since I have been work-
ing with the poorest yards. I am pretty 
sure we are going to lose 40% of the 
colonies I have seen. Alex says the rest 
of them look decent. 
Adam's bees still look good, also, He 
got his honey off before we did and got 
his treatments in early. He has 240 left. 
I don't have a count on the rest of them. 

We haven't picked up a whole lot but 
we have put a lot of them together. I 
still don't like the look of them. I don't 
think they have enough bees. 
 
We are almost done feeding. We have 
division board feeders in every box so 
we can give two gallons of syrup at a 
time. This is assuming the feeders 
haven't collapsed in the center. We 
have a lot of them with little wooden 
blocks holding the sides apart. Two 
rounds completes most of the feeding. 
Most of the colonies have a wrap or a 
carton on them and insulation under the 
lid. We have made 150 new entrance 
blocks so I know we are going into 
winter with more than we had last year. 

 
The flatbed still backs up but we need 
another truck. We are going to do some 
serious looking. I am an old school 
guy. I don't trust automatic transmis-
sions. I know they make them better 
than they used to but I still don't trust 
them. That eliminates Ford and Chevy. 
They don't use manuals any more. We 
may be stuck with a Dodge. 
 
I have heard stories, both first hand and 
second hand, from people who have 
bees that are crashing. I hope this does 
not become widespread. 
 
Submitted by Phil Ebert 
 
 

COLONY PREPAREDNESS 
 
Glen L. Stanley 
State Apiarist, emeritus. 
  

I am receiving reports from around the 
State that Honeybee colonies , in gen-
eral , have prepared themselves fairly 
well for the dearth and cold weather 
ahead 
Strange as it may seem but history tells 
us that over the past sixty years the few 
exceptionally dry Summers in 
Iowa ,  colonies produced above aver-
age amounts of surplus honey. At the 
same time, especially where excluders 
were used, the bees kept their brood 
chambers reasonably well filled with 
adequate stores of honey. 
  
As we survey the areas adjacent to the 
apiaries it appears that there might be a 
lack of blooming plants, but the bees 

are finding all available and 
what nectar the plants secrete 
is low in moisture, eliminat-
ing considerable drying  by 
the bees. Consequently , more 
of the bees time can be di-
rected in the gathering proc-
ess. 
  
In spite of it all, some colo-
nies will still  be found to 
short of stores and as unbe-
lievable as it sounds, some 
may actually have stored ex-

cessive amounts in the brood chambers 
and result in what can be termed 
"honey logged. In such cases the bees 
will be delayed in their brood rearing in 
early Spring.  With normal conditions 
brood rearing begins in late Winter. 
  
The most accurate way to determine IF 
the honey stored  is neither over or un-
der weight is by the use of a scale. 
The scale I designed makes the weight 
determination quick and easy. 
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 Featured Beekeeper 
of the Month 

 
This month our featured beekeeper is 
Craig Greene. He lives at 1554 135th 
Pl. in Knoxville, Iowa. Over eight years 
ago he got into beekeeping because he 
wanted to help his daughter learn about 
bees so she could help him take care of 
them. Now he manages fifty hives 
without chemicals, markets chunk, liq-
uid and comb honey as well as raising a 
few queens in his business named Wee 
Bee Apiary. 
 
Craig enjoys his bees as a hobby and 
likes to do presentations for adults and 
young people showing them the art of 
beekeeping. Even though the last few 
springs in Iowa have been rather tough 
for raising them, Craig's goal is to get 
better at queen rearing. This last winter 
he taught beekeeping classes at Knox-
ville, Oskaloosa and Chariton. He helps 
his daughter, Melissa, teach in Chari-
ton, hauls package bees for Phil Ebert 

in the spring and does a lot of bee re-
moval and swarm capturing. 
 
Craig is a member of the Back to Ba-
sics Beekeeping Club in Oskaloosa 
helping in a leadership role. The group 
meets the second Friday of the month 
at 6:30 p.m. They sponsor field days, 
continuing education programs and 
provide youth scholarships. Craig is 
also a member of a newly formed club, 
the Red Rock BeeKeepers in Knox-
ville. They meet the second Tuesday of 
the month at 6:30 p.m. With all the 
beekeeping projects, Craig still finds 
time to be an active member of the 
Iowa Honey Producers Association. 
 
Thanks for your story Craig and for all 
your work promoting beekeeping in 
Iowa. 
 
Submitted by Ron Wehr 
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The 2012 Iowa Honey Queen and 
Princess busy as bees at the Iowa 

State Fair 

2012 Iowa Honey Queen Renae Beard spent many hours at the 
IHPA booth, giving presentations, and in activities for the kids 

Hanna at the candle rolling table. Candle 
rolling and IHPA temporary tattoos were 

quite popular activities for the kids. 

“BEE Agilicious”, that’s 
what the sign says. Renae 

helped folks do just that by 
giving two Cooking with 

Honey presentations at the 
fair. 
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2012 Iowa Honey Princess Hanna Van Wyk 
and Iowa Honey Queen Renae Beard did a 
great job representing the IHPA and bee-

keeping to the huge crowds at the fair each 
day. 

The beekeeper photo 
cutouts were a big hit. 

Renae found time to get 
her snapshot done 

amongst all the eager 
children and adults look-
ing to sport the full bee-

keeping suit. 

The IHPA booth was again a great success. 
By having activities and exhibits of interest 

to both children and adults, the IHPA 
booth is always a great place for the whole 

family to visit. 

The bee photo cutout was very 
popular at the IHPA booth. 

This time though Renae let her 
brother Greg Beard be the 

BEE! 
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The Buzz Newsletter 
Iowa Honey Producers Association 
207 S.E. Diehl 
Des Moines, IA 50315 
 

Officers 
President: Curt Bronnenberg 
1433 Hull Ave. 
Perry, IA 50220 
(515) 465-5939 
CBronny823@aol.com 
 
Vice President:  Pat Ennis 
1040 Union Ave.  
Goodell, IA  50439 
(641) 444-4767 
flat_Lander@lycos.com 
 
Secretary: Mary Ebert 
705 Hwy. #1 West 
Iowa City, IA 52246 
(319) 354-6696 
Mebert@netins.net 
 
Treasurer:  Melanie Bower 
207 S.E. Deihl 
Des Moines, IA  50315 
(515) 287-6542 
melrb@msn.com 
 
Historian: Peggy Ennis 
1040 Union Ave. 
Goodell, IA 50439 
(641) 444-4767 
 
Past President : Donna Brahms 
14922 535th Street 
Griswold, IA  51535 
(712) 778-4256 
mbrahms@netins.net 

District Directors 
District #1 Regina Hoy 
19295 165th Street 
Eddyville, IA  52553  
(641) 660-0772 
ginajscoupons@hotmail.com 
 
District #2 Louise Johnson 
34147 310th St. 
Guttenberg, IA 52052 
(563) 252-2340 
LouiseJ@alpinecom.net 
 
District #3 Dennis Nielson 
6948 25th Ave. 
Newhall, IA  52315-9620 
(319) 223-5806 
nielsondl@fbx.com 
 
District #4 Julie Swett 
2005 North Dakota Ave 
Ames, IA 50014 
(515) 450-2033 
funcity@aol.com 
 
District #5 Pat Randol 
2505 Carriage Trail 
Winterset, IA 50273 
(515) 210-7445 
Pat.Randol@Randolhoney.com 
 
District #6 Mike Divis 
3312 210th St. 
Anthon, IA 51004 
(712) 373-9743 
(712) 899-8117 
mikyyyd@aol.com 

Back-to-Basics Beekeeping Club 
Contact: Eves Cadwallader 
2420 285th St. 
Oskaloosa, IA 52577 
(641) 673-3993 
weic@kdsi.net 
 
Central Iowa Beekeepers 
Association 
Contact  Arvin Foell 
30930  530th Ave. 
Kelley, IA 50134 
Home phone  515/597-3060 
Cell phone     515/450-9494 
ajfoell@huxcomm.net 
 
Des Moines Backyard 
Beekeepers 
Contact: Julia McGuire 
jcammcguire@yahoo.com  

East Central Iowa 
Beekeepers 
Contact: Dave Irvin 
2254 S. Riverside Dr. 
Iowa City, IA  52246 
(319) 351-6205 
 
North Iowa Bee Club 
Contact: Pat Ennis 
1040 Union Ave. 
Goodell, IA 50439 
(641) 444-4767 
Flat_Lander@lycos.com 
 
Northeast Iowa 
Beekeepers 
Contact: Louise Johnson 
34147 310th St. 
Guttenberg, IA 52052 
(563) 252-2340 
LouiseJ@alpinecom.net 

Northwest Iowa Beekeepers 
Contact: Larry J. Boernsen 
6724 200th St. 
Ocheyedan, Iowa 51354 
(712) 735-4205 
Lm5kbees@iowatelecom.net 
 
Southeast Iowa Beekeepers 
Contact: Vernie Ramsey 
22781 Route J16 
Birmingham, IA 52535 
(319) 498-4355 
Vdramsey@netins.net 
 
Southwest Iowa Honey 
Producers 
Contact: Mike & Donna Brahms 
14922 535th Street 
Griswold, IA  51535 
(712) 778-4256  
 
Friendly Beekeepers of Iowa 
Contact: Judy Spence 
12839 Carpenter Trail 
Carlisle, IA 50047 
(515) 988-8397 
jespencejr44@gmail.com 

Iowa Beekeeper Clubs 

 

IDALS website 
www.agriculture.state.ia.us 
 
National Honey Board 
www.honey.com 

American Beekeeping 
Federation website 
www.ABFnet.org 

Iowa Department of Inspections and 
Appeals 
Mark Speltz  
(515) 669-3266 
mark.speltz@dia.iowa.gov 

State Apiarist 
Andrew Joseph         (515) 725-1481 
andrew.joseph@iowaagriculture.gov 

Iowa Honey Queen Program 
Connie Bronnenberg 515-480-6076 
cbronny823@aol.com 

Contact: Vern Ramsey 
22781 Route J16 
Birmingham, IA 52535-8162 
(319) 498-4355 
 

Contact: Mike Divis 
3312 210th St. 
Anthon, IA 51004 
(712) 373-9743 
(712) 899-8117 

Bee Emergency Information 


