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The Buzz Newsletter Article Submissions and IHPA Memberships 
Please send submissions, classified ads, and photos to Alex W. Ebert by email to TheBuzz@ABuzzAboutBees.com or by 
mail to The Buzz, c/o Phil Ebert, 14808 S. 102nd Ave. E., Lynnville, IA 50153. The deadline for submissions is the 15th 
of each month to be included in the following month’s newsletter. The Buzz is a monthly newsletter published by the 
Iowa Honey Producers Association which is an affiliate of the Iowa State Horticultural Society. IHPA Membership is only 
$10 annually. To join IHPA and receive your complimentary member subscription to The Buzz Newsletter, please contact 
Melanie Bower, IHPA Treasurer, 207 S.E. Diehl, Des Moines, IA 50315, Phone:  (515) 287-6542 
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                               Dates To Bee Remembered 
November 4, 2010 Board Meeting 7 pm Best Western Regency Inn, Marshall-
town, IA 
November 5th & 6th Annual Meeting  Best Western Regency Inn, Marshalltown 

FOR SALE: FOR SALE: Manual 
loading Cowen uncapper with con-
veyor chain. Only used on 40 barrels 
of honey--$7500. New price was 
$10,000. Also for sale are 2 gallon 
feeder pails at 50 cents each. 
 
Contact Dick Blake at 712-246-3412 

For Sale: Pine Hive Components. 9 
5/8” Boxes $16, 6 5/8” Boxes $14, 
reversible screened bottom boards $14 
(solid bottom boards $13), telescoping 
cover $16. Painted, handholds, and bee 
space compatible with commercial 
woodenware. Glued with Titebond II 
and screwed, simple butt joints. 
 
Contact: Josh Sommers 
(641) 658-2213 

FOR SALE:  Good Used Bee Equip-
ment 
#8    Hive Bodies with 10 frames 
#5    Illinois Supers with 10 frames 
#6    Galvanized Top Covers 
#6     Inner Covers (wood) 
#2    Shallow comb supers 
#5    Bee Excluders (maze) 
#5    Queen Excluders (screen) 
#1    Kelly Stainless Steel 2 frame ex-
tractor with motor 
        & stand (like new) 
#1    Colony of bees in 2 story hive 
with 2 Illinois Supers 
        Miscellaneous supplies and 
equipment for beginner 
$600 for everything 
 
Robert Nolan   563-355-2163 
Davenport 

For Sale:  Better Way Wax Melter 
that was made in Altoona IA.  It is 27” 
wide, 46” long 24” high and has a 9” 
stand.  $200.00 
 
Curtis Barnhart 
Phone 319 480-4209   Monticello IA 

FOR SALE 
BEE KEEPING EQUIPMENT 

Contact: Phill Seidl 
Conservator for Gerald Hazeltine 

Seidl & Chicchelly Law Firm, P.L.C. 
229 Northland Court N.E. 
Cedar Rapids, IA. 52402 

(Cdutton@sandclawfirm.com) 
(319) 377-9770 

 
Sale Items 

 
2 Full 55 Gallon Barrels of Honey (Fair Market Price), 30 Lbs. of Bees Wax, 7 
Pairs of Bees Wax Candles, 80 White Small Honey Buckets, Honey jars (300 
(5lb) Jars, 204 (22.75oz) Jars, 84 (4lb) Jars, 36 (1lb) Jars), 697 Hive Boxes, 5576 
Frames. 4 Hive Tools, 1 Extractor, 1 Uncapping Tank, 1 Strainer, 1 Storage 
Tank, 4 Smokers & Other Miscellaneous Bee Keeping Tools.  All offers consid-
ered & no reasonable offer will be refused. 
 

NOTE: All bee’s & bee keeping equipment have been inspected by the Iowa 
State Bee Inspector Boyd Palmer and are without disease. 



 

 Dear Honey Producers, 
 I just read an article on the 
back cover of Our Iowa magazine 
about living in Iowa that really seems 
very true.  “You know you’re from 
Iowa if….you often switch the thermo-
stat from Heat to AC in the same day, 
and back again.”  (You can see how far 
behind I am, it was the August/
September issue.)  It is that time of year 
when I load my car with warm clothes, 
really warm clothes and summer 
weight clothes just to attend a farmers’ 
market.  I have a special spot in the car 
just for “extra” clothes.  It gets really 
miserable standing in the cold and wind 
for 3 or 4 hours if I don’t have enough 
clothes.  Sometimes the patrons think I 
am crazy wearing my winter coat and 
gloves.  They just dash to the market, 
get their produce or honey and then get 
back into their warm cars and go to 
their warm homes. 
 
The Iowa State Fair is history for an-
other year.  Thank you to everyone 
who took time out of a very busy 
schedule to work for the IHPA to help 
raise money for our organization.  
There were a few days that we had too 
many people and other days with not 
quite enough people.  Several circum-
stances created these issues.  The atten-
dance was way down at the fair this 
year, so we had extra people working 
with fewer attendees visiting the IHPA 
booth.  Some workers had changes un-
expectedly come up, so we were short 
on workers because of that also.  The 
days sure seemed long again this year.  
I arrived at the building before 8 in the 
morning and most days didn’t leave 
until 10 pm.  Several highlights of the 
fair were—we had enough comb honey 
for the entire fair, we had plenty of 
lemon juice and we did take in more 
money than the previous year.  The 
2009 fair gross income was an all time 
high for us.  I was certainly worried 
that we were in serious trouble match-
ing that amount with the attendance 
down, but with our products and great 
prices, the fairgoers patronized us and 
purchased lots of honey lemonade, 

honey and beeswax products.  A more 
detailed report will be given at the An-
nual Meeting along with some of the 
bizarre questions that we were asked by 
attendees.  Thanks again to all of the 
volunteers and a special thanks to 
Melanie and Duane, to Louise, Regina 
and Amber, and to Diane and Laura.  
 
Are all of your hives ready for winter?  
Check out the October tips article to 
make sure you get them ready for win-
ter.  Did I actually say winter!  After 
last year, I am not prepared for another 
one like it.  Let’s hope it is a better one. 
 
Get your reservations made for the An-
nual Meeting.  Don’t forget to bring 
those outstanding photos you have 
taken, your prized Mead and your fa-
vorite recipes for the annual contests.  
Information and rules are included else-
where in this issue.  The Annual Meet-
ing is a great place to get up-to-date 
information about beekeeping, talk to 
fellow beekeepers, discuss all of the 
issues facing beekeeping, pick up 
equipment and supplies from the ven-
dors, meet new friends and have a great 
time.  Don’t miss it.  For more informa-
tion concerning registration contact 
Melanie Bower or for information con-
cerning the meeting contact Pat Ran-
dol. 
 
Now is also the time to help OUR or-
ganization by volunteering to be a 
board member or officer in the IHPA.  
Consider running for office to help 
spread the work around to everyone.   
 
There is another article that needs par-
ticular mention.  We all need a re-
minder that comb (beeswax) included 
in old equipment needs to be inspected 
to be sold in Iowa.  I know how tempt-
ing and convenient it is to purchase 
some used equipment from another 
beekeeper without an inspection, but 
there is the possibility of the spread of 
disease by doing so.  We are in precari-
ous times with the mortality of honey 
bees anyway, why take the chance.  
Contact Andy Joseph, Delmar Nelson 

or Boyd Palmer to have your bees and 
equipment inspected.  The rules and 
regulations are listed in ”Iowa rules and 
laws” for a reason. Remember if you 
take honey bees from Iowa to another 
state, they also need to be inspected.  If 
you know of a beekeeper in your area 
that is not a member of the IHPA, 
please encourage them to become a 
member so that they are aware of the 
rules and regulations concerning bee-
keeping.  Registering hive locations is 
also another tool for beekeepers to use 
to protect themselves and our precious 
honey bees. 
 
We are gearing up for another class of 
youth scholars.  There is a need for 
mentors to get these young adults pre-
pared to become beekeepers.  Please let 
Mike Brahms know if you would be 
interested in sharing your knowledge 
with a young person.  The mentors get 
as much out of the program as the 
youngsters do.  Please consider help-
ing.  
 
We would like to offer the frozen 
lemon juice to make honey lemonade 
to our members.  If you are interested 
in purchasing some lemon juice, please 
contact Melanie Bower or Donna 
Brahms.  The lemon juice is frozen, so 
it is stored in a freezer at 3 Bee Farms, 
Mike and Donna Brahms business near 
Griswold.  We will have a discussion 
about it at the annual meeting, so be 
thinking if you could utilize this selling 
tool for your business or organization. 
 
“Bee” prepared for the coming season 
change.  Prepare hives and equipment.  
Enjoy the fall colors, the Indian sum-
mer and above all, spend quality time 
with your loved ones. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Donna Brahms 

Greetings from the President of the IHPA 
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 Iowa Code Includes 
Beekeeping 

Did you know that beekeeping in Iowa 
is included in the Iowa Code?  The 
Iowa Code is the listing of the laws that 
the legislature has passed concerning 
every topic imaginable.  Beekeeping is 
included.  If you are interested you can 
go to the Iowa Code web page and look 
for beekeeping references. 
 
http://www.legis.state.ia.us/Code.html 
  
There are listings for the State Apiarist 
duties and requirements, the exemption 
of honey from the food code inspection 
process for sales of honey to grocery 
stores, the interstate travel of honey 
bees, (you need to have your 
hives inspected to remove them 
from the state) and there are rules 
governing the sale of frames of 
wax to try to control the spread 
of diseases from one beekeeper 
to another.  If you are selling hive 
bodies and they contain drawn 
comb, the comb needs to be in-
spected.  These rules are in effect 
to protect the beekeepers of the 
state and to control the spread of 
diseases such as American foul 
brood from one beekeeper to an-
other.  That is why there is an 
inspection program administered by the 
Agriculture Department. If you have 
any questions concerning the inspec-
tion rules, please contact our State 
Apiarist, Andy Joseph at IDALS. 
 
Andrew Joseph 
Office of the State Apiarist 
Iowa Laboratory Facility 
2230 South Ankeny Blvd. 
Ankeny, IA  50023 
Andrew.joseph@iowaagriculture.gov 
(515)725-1481 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

October Tips for the 
Beekeeping Year 

Are your bees ready for winter?  You 
might want to consider the following: 
 
 Apply either terramyacin powder 

or patties as an American Foul 
Brood preventative. 

 
 
 Wrap your hives with the hive 

wrap of your choice.  Remember 
that the honey bees need to be able 
to exit the hive during warmer 
weather for cleansing flights, don't 
wrap them too tight, leave an es-
cape route. Note: Honey bees keep 
the hive around 90 degrees winter 

and summer, wrapping them too 
tightly might result in suffocation.   

 
 Ensure that they have enough re-

serves for winter.  Feed the bees as 
needed. 

 
 Place a small stick or pebble (about 

1/16" thick) under the inner cover 
to vent the hive.  Moisture is one of 
the major problems for a hive dur-
ing winter months. 

 
 If you haven't installed your en-

trance reducers, do so now.  They 
help keep rodents out of the hive. 

 
 If you are not wrapping your hives, 

move the colonies to their pro-
tected winter location, usually fac-
ing south. 

 

 Register for the Annual meeting.  
Many helpful tips can be obtained 
by attending the Annual Meeting of 
the Iowa Honey Producers Asso-
ciation on November 5th and 6th in 
Marshalltown at the Best Western 
Regency Inn.  Fellowship results in 
many different options for keeping 
honey bees. 

 
 Bring your award-winning photos, 

your outstanding honey foods and 
any mead or wine that you make to 
the Annual meeting for the contests 
between members.  It is great fun 
to see the photos, taste the scrump-
tious food and to sip the different 
meads that our members offer. 

 
 Consider becoming a 
mentor for the IHPA youth 
scholarship beekeeping pro-
gram.  Contact Mike Brahms, 
(712) 778-4255 or 
mbrahms@netins.net  to vol-
unteer.  We need you to let us 
know that you would be will-
ing to guide a young person in 
learning the skills necessary to 
become a beekeeper.  The 
youth are the future of this 
organization. 
 
 

The Beeyard Report 
Stephanie Pomeroy came by our stand 
in Mt Pleasant with her daughter 
Heather. Those of you that have been 
around the IHPA for a while will re-
member that Heather was one of our 
first honey queens. My memory is hazy 
but I think Ginger Iles was the first and 
Heather was after her. This would have 
been in the early 90's. Heather recntly 
moved to DC area of Virginia from 
Pennsylvania with her husband and two 
children. Her husband is a youth pastor 
at one of the churches. She was quite 
gracious but I have a feeling she didn't 
have clue who I was. I wasn't very ac-
tive in the Honey Producers when she 
was queen. We had a great time in Mt 
Pleasant but I came home sick. It's a 
week of inhaling dirt and smoke. I al-
ways get a sore throat. This year it pro-
gressed beyond that. It took me a week 
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 to get over it. 
 
It's a horse race this time of year to get 
the honey off and the mite treatments 
in. The boys started cleaning the yards 
off in August but it will be the last 
week of September before we get our 
last two yards pulled. We have seen a 
few hive beetles in the honey house but 
we haven't had a problem with them. 
As long as we get everything extracted 
within a week of bringing it in, the bee-
tles stay under control. We used to 
bring everything in and stack it up and 
the warehouse. We would extract when 
we got around to it. That doesn't work 
any more. 
 
We have had a few colonies crash from 
mites but the bees look pretty good 
overall. We are also seeing a number of 
queenless colonies. If we find them in 
time, we will use those boxes to double 
up some of the singles. We had around 
200 colonies that were in single brood 
boxes. We are going to have quite a 
few that will wind up as 1 1/2 story. 
We don't have enough deep boxes to go 
around. It takes a lot of syrup to get the 
singles up to weight after we double 
them. 
 
I thought our crop would make 80 bar-
rels easily but that last few yards have-
n't yielded much. May was the honey 
month. The overwintered colonies that 
were in good shape made 120#. The 
splits made very little. Our overall av-
erage is going to be in the 75# to 80# 
range. 
 
The equipment that I bought at auctions 
in the early 90's is beginning to disinte-
grate. I have a pile that is too good to 
burn but not good enough to use. I need 
to do something with it. We are in the 
process of converting to 4-way pallets 
and migratory lids.  
 
Our queen mating yard is just over the 
hill from our building. By the end of 
the summer there are a lot of bees back 
there. If we are extracting and the 
bloom is gone, they come for the build-
ing in earnest. 
There is no place they can't get into. I 

have a big screen door I put in place of 
the rollup door in the summer time. 
When things are really bad, that whole 
screen gets covered with bees. I used to 
have a honey tank on that side of the 
building so I couldn't let the bees come 
and go freely. 
We had to put up with the chaos.  We 
moved the honey tank last year so now 
I can just open the door when they get 
bad. I let them have a few empties to 
clean up. Then they go home and don't 
come back unless I mess up and leave 
something exposed that they want.  
 
As the queens sell down in the fall, we 
use the bees to make up new colonies. 
This starts around the end of August 
and goes on until late September.  Our 
mating nucs have full sized frames so 
we just unite the bees and frames into a 
standard hive body. We will get 30 or 
40 colonies out of the mating yard. It is 
a good way to increase the colony 
count. 
Last year was the first winter we were 
able to winter these colonies. Was this 
just a lucky break? We will find out in 
the spring. 
 
Submitted by Phil Ebert 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Buzz Newsletter 
 
In order to have an Iowa Honey Pro-
ducers newsletter, the members of this 
organization need to help with the arti-
cles. I am in need of beekeepers who 
would like to be a featured beekeeper 
of the month or know of someone who 
would like to be featured. Please con-
tact: Ron Wehr, 2270 Juniper Ave., 
Keota, Iowa 52248 or call 319-698-
7542. Thank you. 
 
Submitted by Ron Wehr 
 

Featured Beekeeper 
of the Month 

This month our featured beekeeper is 
David Irvin. He lives in Iowa City, 
Iowa and his profession is general con-
tractor, carpenter. After doing a couple 
years of bee removal for people he de-
cided to start really keeping bees in 
1989. He has 10 colonies of bees and is 
expecting a good crop this year. His 
honey sales are out of his home, and he 
has his hives inside the city limits. 

Dave is a member of the Iowa Honey 
Producers Association. He is president 
of the East Central Iowa Beekeepers, a 
group of about 60 members. They meet 
in March, June, September, and De-
cember. Dave says they are planning to 
show a video on bee emergencies this 
September. The group makes a display 
on beekeeping at the Johnson County 
Fair, Ag Fest, Hoover Fest and Prairie 
Preview. They are always promoting 
beekeeping and recruiting members. 
 
Dave enjoys talking to children about 
beekeeping, going to schools and pro-
grams in parks. In the winter he spends 
tie getting ready for the next season. 
 
One interesting thing Dave does is use 
a bee vacuum to remove bees. This year 
he has had some practice removing 
bees from a 3 story house a couple of 
times. It seems he has to go up on the 
roof and research over the side to vac-
uum them up. That’s something to 
watch! 
 
Thanks for your interesting story about 
your beekeeping experiences. It’s a 
good thing you aren’t afraid of heights. 
 
Submitted by Ron Wehr 
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  2010 Iowa State Fair 
I would like to thank the Iowa Honey Producers, the Iowa Honey Queen, Amber Connett, volunteers in the booth, Larry 
Spina for letting us use his bobble head and collapsible hive, and everyone who had entries in the 2010 Iowa State Fair.  
Your participation is what makes the Apiary Division such a success. 
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See you next year at the 2011 Iowa State Fair! 
 
Melanie Bower 
Apiary Superintendent 
Iowa State Fair 



 

  

7 



 

  

8 



 

  

9 



 

  

10 



 

  

11 



 

  

12 

 Iowa State Fair 2010 
I would like to thank the Iowa Honey Producers, the Iowa Honey Queen, Amber Connett, volunteers in 
the booth, Larry Spina for letting us use his bobble head and collapsible hive, and everyone who had 
entries in the 2010 Iowa State Fair.  Your participation is what makes the Apiary Division such a suc-
cess.  — Melanie Bower, Apiary Superintendent Iowa State Fair 
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IDALS website 
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National Honey Board 
www.honey.com 
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